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Text: English 
 
1Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test, saying to him, “Abraham.” He 
answered, “Here I am.” 2“Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I 
will point out to you.” 3So early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and took with 
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt offering, and 
he set out for the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up 
and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the 
ass. The boy and I will go up there; we will worship and we will return to you.” 6Abraham 
took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. He himself took the 
firestone and the knife; and the two walked off together. 7Then Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, “Here are the 
firestone and the wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” 8And Abraham 
said, “It is God who will see to the sheep for this burnt offering, my son.” And the two of 
them walked on together. 9They arrived at the place of which God had told him. 
Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his 
son. 11Then a messenger of הוהי  called to him from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And he 
answered, “Here I am.” 12“Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. 
For now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored 
one, from Me.” 13When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket 
by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in 
place of his son. 14And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the present 
saying, “On the mount of הוהי  there is vision.” 15The messenger of הוהי  called to Abraham a 
second time from heaven, 16and said, “By Myself I swear, הוהי  declares: Because you have 
done this and have not withheld your son, your favored one, 17I will bestow My blessing 
upon you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands 
on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize the gates of their foes. 18All the nations 
of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, because you have obeyed My 
command.” 19Abraham then returned to his servants, and they departed together for 
Beer-sheba; and Abraham stayed in Beer-sheba. 
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Text: Hebrew/English 
 

ֹיּוַ םהָ֑רָבְאַ־תאֶ הסָּ֖נִ םיה9ִ֔אֱהָ֣וְ הלֶּאֵ֔הָ םירִ֣בָדְּהַ ר֙חַאַ יהִ֗יְוַ .1 ֹיּוַ םהָ֖רָבְאַ וילָ֔אֵ רמֶא֣   ׃ינִנֵּֽהִ רמֶא֥
 

Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test, saying to him, “Abraham.” He 
answered, “Here I am.”  
 

ֹיּוַ .2  דחַ֣אַ לעַ֚ הלָ֔עֹלְ ם֙שָׁ וּהלֵ֤עֲהַוְ ה֑יָּרִמֹּהַ ץרֶאֶ֖־לאֶ M֔לְ־Uלֶ֨וְ קחָ֔צְיִ־תאֶ תָּ֙בְהַ֙אָ־רשֶׁאֲ M֤דְיחִֽיְ־תאֶ M֨נְבִּ־תאֶ אנָ֠־חקַ רמֶא֡
  ׃Mילֶֽאֵ רמַ֥אֹ רשֶׁ֖אֲ םירִ֔הָהֶֽ

 

“Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will point 
out to you.”  
 

  Uלֶיֵּ֔וַ םקׇ֣ יָּוַ הלָ֔עֹ יצֵ֣עֲ ע֙קַּבַיְוַ וֹנ֑בְּ קחָ֣צְיִ תאֵ֖וְ וֹתּ֔אִ ו֙ירָעָנְ ינֵ֤שְׁ־תאֶ חקַּ֞יִּוַ וֹר֔מֹחֲ־תאֶ שׁ֙בֹחֲיַּ וַֽ רקֶבֹּ֗בַּ םהָ֜רָבְאַ םכֵּ֨שְׁיַּוַ .3
  ׃םיה9ִֽאֱהָ וֹל֥־רמַאָֽ־רשֶׁאֲ םוֹק֖מָּהַ־לאֶ

 

So early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt offering, and he set out 
for the place of which God had told him.  
 

  ׃קחֹֽרָמֵ םוֹק֖מָּהַ־תאֶ ארְ֥ יַּוַ וינָ֛יעֵ־תאֶ םהָ֧רָבְאַ אשָּׂ֨יִּוַ ישִׁ֗ילִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ .4
 

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from afar.  
 

ֹיּוַ .5   ׃םכֶֽילֵאֲ הבָוּשׁ֥נָוְ הוֶ֖חֲתַּשְׁנִֽוְ הכֹּ֑־דעַ הכָ֖לְנֵ רעַנַּ֔הַוְ ינִ֣אֲוַ רוֹמ֔חֲהַ־םעִֽ ה֙פֹּ םכֶ֥לָ־וּבשְׁ וירָ֗עָנְ־לאֶ םהָ֜רָבְאַ רמֶא֨
 

Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the ass. The boy and I will go 
up there; we will worship and we will return to you.”  
 

  ׃ודָּֽחְיַ םהֶ֖ינֵשְׁ וּכ֥לְיֵּוַ תלֶכֶ֑אֲמַּהַֽ־תאֶוְ שׁאֵ֖הָ־תאֶ וֹד֔יָבְּ חקַּ֣יִּוַ וֹנ֔בְּ קחָ֣צְיִ־לעַ ם֙שֶׂיָּ֙וַ הלָ֗עֹהָ יצֵ֣עֲ־תאֶ םהָ֜רָבְאַ חקַּ֨יִּוַ .6
 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. He himself 
took the firestone and the knife; and the two walked off together.  
 

ֹיּוַ .7 ֹיּוַ ו֙יבִאָ םהָ֤רָבְאַ־לאֶ קחָ֜צְיִ רמֶא֨ ֹיּוַ יבִ֔אָ רמֶא֣ ֹיּוַ ינִ֑בְ ינִּֽנֶּ֣הִ רמֶא֖   ׃הלָֽעֹלְ השֶּׂ֖הַ ה֥יֵּאַוְ םיצִ֔עֵהָ֣וְ שׁ֙אֵהָ הנֵּ֤הִ רמֶא֗
 

Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” 
And he said, “Here are the firestone and the wood; but where is the sheep for the 
burnt offering?”  
 

ֹיּוַ .8   ׃ודָּֽחְיַ םהֶ֖ינֵשְׁ וּכ֥לְיֵּוַ ינִ֑בְּ הלָ֖עֹלְ השֶּׂ֛הַ וֹלּ֥־האֶרְיִ םיה9ִ֞אֱ םהָ֔רָבְאַ ר֙מֶא֙
 

And Abraham said, “It is God who will see to the sheep for this burnt offering, my 
son.” And the two of them walked on together.  

 

 וֹנ֔בְּ קחָ֣צְיִ־תאֶ ד֙קֹעֲיַּ וַֽ םיצִ֑עֵהָ־תאֶ Uרֹ֖עֲיַּ וַֽ חַבֵּ֔זְמִּהַ־תאֶ ם֙הָרָבְאַ םשָׁ֤ ןבֶיִּ֨וַ ם֒יה9ִאֱהָ וֹל֣־רמַאָֽ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ם֮וֹקמָּהַ־לאֶֽ וּאבֹ֗יָּוַ .9
  ׃םיצִֽעֵלָ לעַמַּ֖מִ חַבֵּ֔זְמִּהַ־לעַ וֹ֙תאֹ םשֶׂ֤יָּוַ

 

They arrived at the place of which God had told him. Abraham built an altar there; 
he laid out the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood.  
 

  ׃וֹנֽבְּ־תאֶ טחֹ֖שְׁלִ תלֶכֶ֑אֲמַּהַֽ־תאֶ חקַּ֖יִּוַ וֹד֔יָ־תאֶ ם֙הָרָבְאַ חלַ֤שְׁיִּוַ .10
 

And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son.  
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ֹיּוַ םיִמַ֔שָּׁהַ־ןמִ ה֙וָהֹיְ Uאַ֤לְמַ וילָ֜אֵ ארָ֨קְיִּוַ .11 ֹיּוַ םהָ֑רָבְאַ ׀ םהָ֣רָבְאַ רמֶא֖   ׃ינִנֵּֽהִ רמֶא֖
 

Then a messenger of הוהי  called to him from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And he 
answered, “Here I am.”  
 

ֹיּוַ .12 ֹלוְ התָּאַ֔ ם֙יה9ִאֱ ארֵ֤יְ־יכִּֽ יתִּעְדַ֗יָ התָּ֣עַ ׀ יכִּ֣ המָוּא֑מְ וֹל֖ שׂעַתַּ֥־לאַוְ רעַנַּ֔הַ־לאֶ M֙דְ יָֽ חלַ֤שְׁתִּ־לאַ רמֶא֗  M֥נְבִּ־תאֶ תָּכְשַׂ֛חָ א֥
  ׃ינִּמֶּֽמִ M֖דְיחִיְ־תאֶ

 

“Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For now I know that 
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.”  

 

 הלָ֖עֹלְ וּהלֵ֥עֲיַּוַ ליִאַ֔הָ־תאֶ חקַּ֣יִּוַ ם֙הָרָבְאַ Uלֶ֤יֵּוַ וינָ֑רְקַבְּ Uבַ֖סְּבַּ זחַ֥אֱנֶ רחַ֕אַ ליִאַ֔־הנֵּהִוְ א֙רְיַּוַ וינָ֗יעֵ־תאֶ םהָ֜רָבְאַ אשָּׂ֨יִּוַ .13
  ׃וֹנֽבְּ תחַתַּ֥

 

When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. 
So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of 
his son.  
 

  ׃האֶֽרָיֵ הוָ֖הֹיְ רהַ֥בְּ םוֹיּ֔הַ רמֵ֣אָיֵ ר֙שֶׁאֲ האֶ֑רְיִ ׀ הוָ֣הֹיְ אוּה֖הַ םוֹק֥מָּהַ־םשֵֽׁ םהָ֛רָבְאַ ארָ֧קְיִּוַ .14
 

And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the present saying, “On the 
mount of הוהי  there is vision.”  

 

  ׃םיִמָֽשָּׁהַ־ןמִ תינִ֖שֵׁ םהָ֑רָבְאַ־לאֶ הוָ֖הֹיְ Uאַ֥לְמַ ארָ֛קְיִּוַ .15
 

The messenger of הוהי  called to Abraham a second time from heaven,  
 

ֹיּוַ .16 ֹלוְ הזֶּ֔הַ רבָ֣דָּהַ־תאֶ תָ֙ישִׂ֨עָ רשֶׁ֤אֲ ןעַיַ֚ יכִּ֗ הוָ֑הֹיְ־םאֻנְ יתִּעְבַּ֖שְׁנִ יבִּ֥ רמֶא֕   ׃Mדֶֽיחִיְ־תאֶ M֥נְבִּ־תאֶ תָּכְשַׂ֖חָ א֥
 

and said, “By Myself I swear, הוהי  declares: Because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your favored one,  
 

  ׃ויבָֽיְאֹ רעַשַׁ֥ תאֵ֖ M֔עֲרְזַ שׁרַ֣יִוְ ם֑יָּהַ תפַ֣שְׂ־לעַ רשֶׁ֖אֲ לוֹח֕כַוְ םיִמַ֔שָּׁהַ יבֵ֣כְוֹככְּ M֙עֲרְזַ־תאֶֽ הבֶּ֤רְאַ הבָּ֨רְהַוְ M֗כְרֶבָאֲ Uרֵ֣בָ־יכִּֽ .17
 

I will bestow My blessing upon you and make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars of heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize the 
gates of their foes.  
 

  ׃ילִֽקֹבְּ תָּעְמַ֖שָׁ רשֶׁ֥אֲ בקֶעֵ֕ ץרֶאָ֑הָ י֣יֵוֹגּ לכֹּ֖ M֔עֲרְזַבְ וּכ֣רְבָּתְהִוְ .18
 

All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, because you 
have obeyed My command.”  
 

 }פ{ ׃עבַשָֽׁ ראֵ֥בְבִּ םהָ֖רָבְאַ בשֶׁיֵּ֥וַ עבַשָׁ֑ ראֵ֣בְּ־לאֶ ודָּ֖חְיַ וּכ֥לְיֵּוַ וּמקֻ֛יָּוַ וירָ֔עָנְ־לאֶ ם֙הָרָבְאַ בשׇׁ֤יָּוַ .19
 

Abraham then returned to his servants, and they departed together for Beer-sheba; 
and Abraham stayed in Beer-sheba. 
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Question #1: “After these things…”. After what things? 
 
Genesis 22:1 
And it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham. 
 
Midrash Rabbah, Bereshit 55:4 
“And it came to pass after these things that God tried Abraham.” After what things? 
According to R. Yohanan, citing R. Yose ben Zimra, after the things Satan had to say. 
Following the fest given upon the “child’s having grown and being weaned” (Gen. 21:8), 
the Ministering Angels spoke up to the Holy One, “Master of the universe, out of the 
entire feast that this old man, upon whom You bestowed fruit of the womb at the age of 
one hundred – out of the entire feast he prepared, could he not have spared, say, one 
turtledove, one fledgling, as an offering to You?” The Holy One replied, “Is it not true 
that Abraham prepared the feat in honor of his son? Still, if I say to him, ‘Sacrifice your 
son to Me,’ he will sacrifice him at once.” The angels said, “Try him.” At once “God tried 
Abraham.” 
 
Midrash Rabbah, Bereshit 55:4 
Ishmael said to Isaac: I am more beloved that you, for I was circumcised at the age of 13 
when I had the maturity to protest but did not, but you were circumcised when you were 
small, without the ability to protest. Replied Isaac: “All that you loaned to God was three 
drops of blood. However, I am 37 and if God asked me to slaughter myself, I would not 
refuse.” Said God: “Behold, the hour is at hand.” And God tested Abraham. 
 
Pirke Avot 5:3 
With ten trials was Abraham tried, and he withstood them all. 
 
 Maimonides, Mishneh 

1. God tells him to leave his homeland and be a stranger in the land of Canaan 
2. Immediately after his arrival in the Promised Land, he encounters a famine 
3. The Egyptians seize his wife, Sarah, and bring her to Pharaoh 
4. Abraham faces incredible odds in the battle of the four and five kings 
5. He marries Hagar after not being able to have children with Sarah 
6. God tells him to circumcise himself at an advanced age 
7. The king of Gerar captures Sarah, intending to take her for himself. 
8. God tells him to send Hagar away after having a child with her 
9. His son, Ishmael, becomes estranged 
10. God tells him to sacrifice Isaac upon the altar 

 
Pirkei d’Rebbie Eliezer, 38A.1 
The Akeda is God’s retribution against Abraham for the ill treatment of Ishmael and 
Hagar. While he did as God commanded (in listening to Sarah as she wanted them 
banished from the camp), he only gave them bread and a jug of water; he withheld gold 
and silver, and even without sufficient provisions for their journey.  
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Midrash Rabbah, Bereshit 56:7 
“And He said, ‘Do not raise your hand’”. Where was the knife? Three tear drops fell from 
the Ministering Angels and destroyed the knife. So Abraham said to Him, “I shall 
strangle him.” God replied, “Do not raise your hand against the boy.” “I shall draw some 
blood.” “Do not do anything to harm him,” do not make him any blemish. “For now I 
know,” meaning, “I have let all know that you love Me.” 
 

Question #2: Did Abraham Pass the Test? 
 
Genesis 22:12 
Do not lay a hand on the boy, for now I know that you truly fear God. You have not 
withheld your son, your only son. 
 
Aggadat Bereshit 31:3 
Abraham passed the text, for he quickly obeyed God’s command to sacrifice his son, 
Isaac. Unlike Lot, his nephew who lingered and hesitated, as soon as God said to 
Abraham “Take your son…”, Abraham got up early in the morning and immediately set 
out on his journey. He woke up early on the second day and saw nothing. It was not 
until the third day that he saw the divine presence standing on the mountain, as it is 
said, “On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the place far off” (Genesis 22:4). 
Why did God wait until the third day to reveal the place to Abraham? So that the nations 
of the world would not say that Abraham sacrificed his son brazenly, but that he had 
thought about it and done it out of love for God. When God revealed HIMSELF to 
Abraham, Abraham’s fear overwhelmed him and he lost his mind. But he went ahead 
and sacrificed his son. If he had waited even an hour, he wouldn’t have done it. That is 
why God said he would suffer for three days so that everyone would know that he had 
acted out of love and not fear.   
 
Midrash Rabbah, Bereshit 56:8 
When I said to you “Take your son…” I did not say to you slaughter him (sh’chateihu) 
but only bring him up (ha’aleihu). Now that you have brought him up, introduce him to 
Me, and then take him back down.  
 
Midrash Tanhuma 
God said “v’haaleihu sham l’olah” – “bring him there as an Olah (ayin-lamed-hay)”. 
Olah did not mean “sacrifice” but rather was connected to the word Aliyah – spiritual 
uplift. God said only “raise up your son with an appreciation of your devotion to Me.” 
Abraham was so dazzled that he became confused and misunderstood God’s intended 
purpose.  
 
Rabbi Burton Visotzky 
Then there is the murder itself to consider. How does a father raise his hand and put a 
cleaver against his son’s throat? Now, I know that every parent has a moment or two, 
particularly with teenagers, when the thought “I’ll kill them” has flitted through his or 
her mind. But it is a long way – three days’ distance – from an angry or frustrated 
passing thought to the assumption that this murder is a divinely commanded sacrifice. 
To most modern sensibilities, that three-day journey could as well have been measured 
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in light years. Or was Abraham simply empty by then? The Akedah one trial too many 
for him? 
 
One can almost see the flat effect of the depressive as he walks, zombielike, up the 
mountain. It takes the angel more than once to catch his attention. And when it’s over 
and Abraham has won the greatest prize of all, he stumbles down the mountainside, not 
even noticing that Isaac has been left behind. Abraham dwells in Beer Sheva, far from 
Isaac, far from Sarah who is in Hebron, far from Ishmael and Hagar in Egypt. In the 
end, Abraham is close only to God. 
 
Rabbi Amy Scheinerman  
Abraham’s all-consuming desire to do God’s will at the expense of the welfare of those 
he loves most (Sarah, Hagar, Yishmael, Yitzchak) points to areas for moral growth and 
development in all of us. 
 
Rabbi Norman Cohen 
Abraham knew all along that God was not going to have him kill Isaac – that’s why he 
says to his attendants, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the boy will go worship and 
then we will return to you” (Gen. 22:5). The test for Abraham was not whether he would 
sacrifice his son, but whether he would have faith that God would never require him to 
do so. In that regard, he never once believed that he was going to slaughter his son; he 
was going through the motions until God could change His mind. 
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Questions 

 
• What is the actual test? 
• Who was Abraham’s favorite son? 
• What are the things after which this occurs? 
• Why does Abraham go back alone to his servants? 
• Who are the 2 servants and why does Abraham bring them? 
• Where was Sarah? 
• For what was God really asking? 
• Did Abraham pass the test? 
• When Abraham says, “We will return to you,” why does he use the plural in 

reference to himself if he is going to kill Isaac?  
• Why does the text say they arrive where God told them to go, when it never says 

that God told them? 
• Why didn’t Isaac figure out that something was afoot until they were up the 

mountain? 
• Why does God send an angel instead of doing by Godself? 
• Why is “Abraham” said twice? 
• How many angels are there? 
• Why didn’t the servants go with them? 
• Why does the speak change from an angel to God from v. 15 to v. 16? 
• What happened on the first two days? 
• Why did Abraham lift his eyes? What does he see? 
• Why does the narrator put himself into the picture by telling what the mountain 

is called today? 
• Who wrote this text? 
• Why is Yireh translated as fear over devotion? 
• How old is Isaac and what is his role through all this? 
• Why is Isaac so passive on the alter? 
• Why is Isaac suddenly referred to as the “naar” in v. 12? 
• Why are there so many details that we would deem as irrelevant when some of 

the glaring details are omitted? 
• Did Isaac really die, and the text is covering up a murder? 

 


